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MUSEUM OF THE RHODOPE KARST



My3eAT Ha pOAOMNCKUA KapCT € PEKOHCTPYMPaH U MOAEPHU3UPaH
B paMKuTe Ha npoekT INTEGRA_TOUR

OBLL, BIOAXET HA CTPOUTE/IHUTE AEMHOCTM: € 170 966,40
EQPP: € 145 321,44

The Museum of Rhodopean Karst has been reconstructed and
modernized within the framework of the INTEGRA_TOUR project

TOTAL BUDGET OF THE CONSTRUCTION WORKS: € 170 966,40
EFRD Contribution: € 145 321,44

MpoekT: ,,HTerp1paH noAxoA 3a pa3BUTUE Ha KYATYPHM
M NpUpPOAHU 06eKTHU B Yenenape, bbarapus u Mpocoyanu, Mpums“
(INTEGRA_TOUR)

Project: “Integrated Tourism Approach For the Development
of Cultural and Natural Sites in Chepelare, Bg and Prosotsani, Gr”
(INTEGRA_TOUR)




MY3EM HA POAONCKNA KAPCT

My3eaT Ha poZonCcKua KapcT B rp.Yenenape e yHMKaneH no poga cu B bbara-
pUA U € eAMHCTBEHUAT My3el Ha newepuTte B KOromstouHa EBpona. Momelyasa ce
Ha MbpPBMA €TaX Ha Crpaja, ainMMCKK CTUA, HECyYalMHO HapeyeHa ,llewepHaK®.
CTpyKTypaTta Ha My3esi no cnesieosiorus e passurta B 8 TEMM - reosiorms, MMHepa-
norus, netporpacdms, NOBbPXHOCTHU M MELLEPHU KapcToBu (opmu, Guocneneo-
Jlorus, NewepHa naseoHTosIorMs, nelepHa apxeosior1s, onassaHe Ha newepure.

MUSEUM OF THE RHODOPE KARST

The Museum of Rhodopean Karst in Chepelare is unique in Bulgaria and is the
only cave museum in Southeastern Europe. It is located on the first floor of an
Alpine-style building, not accidentally called the “Peshterniak” (Caveman).

The structure of the Museum of Speleology is developed in 8 themes - geology,
mineralogy, petrography, surface and cave karst forms, biospeleology, cave
paleontology, cave archeology, conservation of caves.



3awo B Yenenape? JlioboBTa KbM MpupoaTa MNOATMKBA aMOMLMO3HMA, MIAj
yumTen AumnTbp PaiyeB Aa cb3fade YYEHUUYECKM KPBbXKOK MO reosiorms B Aasey-
Hata 1950 r., C KOMTO 3amo4BaT MbpPBUTE MPOHMKBAHWUA B nellepu. Mpe3 1963 r.
PaliyeB e MoJKpeneH OT APYru eHTYCMacTH, HayYHW CNeLMasmcTi 1 NeLepHaLm 1
e cb3aajeH lMewepeH Kay6. 3anoysBa Hay4YHO M3C/ieABaHe Ha Nelep1Te M camo 3a
5-6 roamHu ca npoyyexmn 6am3o 200 newepu B Pogonute, a pesyntatute ca cbbpa-
HM B My3elHa c6MpKa Mo MeLIepHO Aeo, OTKpuTa npe3 1968 r. HayyeH KoneKkTuB
OT CMEeLMANUCTU, OT HALMOHAIHM KYNTYPHU MHCTUTYLMM, AOPa3BMBAT My3elMHaTa
COMpKa B €KCMo3uuMs Ha Mysen Ha poZONCKMA KapcT, odULMANIHO OTKPUT npes
1980 r. My3eAT e pe3y/aTaT OT HEeJIeKUA TPYA Ha HAKOJIKO NMOKONEHMSA NMeLLepHALM,
CbTPYAHMUM M HayYHW CreuuanncTi, nosoxeH npes 60 rogmwiHaTa MCTOpMA Ha
newepHoTo aesno B Pogonure.

Why in Chepelare? The love to nature prompts the ambitious, young teacher
Dimitar Raychiv to create a school of geology, in the 1950s, which began the first
penetrations into caves.

In 1963 Raichev was supported by other enthusiastic scientific specialists and
speleologists and a Cave Club was established. A scientific study of the caves
began and in only 5-6 years nearly 200 caves were explored in the Rhodopes,
and the results were collected in the Museum Cave Collection, opened in 1968. A
team of specialists from national cultural institutions are further developing the
museum collection into an exposition of the Rhodope Karst Museum, officially
opened in 1980.

The museum is the result of the difficult work of several generations of
speleologists, collaborators and scientific experts, which was laid during the 60-
year history of the cave business in the Rhodope Mountains.



CBeTHT Ha BEYEH MpaK € NpeACTaBeH B HAKOJIKO HAaCOKM.

FeosiormsaTa ,,npoUMTa* 3€MHMTE NIACTOBE U HM Ka3Ba, Ye niaHuHaTa Pogonu e
HalM-cTapara cywa Ha bankanute, B KosTo ce cpewart 70% OT NO3HaTMTE MMHEPaIU
B bbarapmsa. Konekuusarta BK/IOYBA HAKOM MO-PAAKO CpeLaHW M MO-aTPaKTMBHM
MMHEpa/IM KaTo KOPYHA, akBaMapuH M Ap. KaKTO M TUMMYHM NeLepHHU MUHepanm
oT netlepute B bbarapus.

B Hawara nnaHuMHa ce cpewat M TpMUTE BMAA OCHOBHM CKa/lM - MarMeHu, ce-
OMMEHTHM M MeTaMopdHu. Mpeo6iagaBaT MeTamopdHMTE CKanu, 6orati Ha Kan-
LMeB KapboHaT, KoeTo 065CHSABA M CUJIHO Pa3BUTUA KapCT.

MelepuTe ca pesyiTaT 0T XMMMYECKOTO AEMCTBME Ha BOJaTa BbpXy Kap6oHart-
HUTE CKa/IM - BapoBMLM, MPaMopK M A0JIOMWUTM. BogaTta ce cbeamHsaBa C Bbrie-
poaHus anokeug (CO2), nonyyaBa ce arpecvMBHa BoAa, KOATO MOXKeE Ja pa3TBaps
Ka/JUMeBMA KapboHAT OT CKa/MTe M ce MoJlyyaBaT pas/IMyHU KapcToBM (DOpMM -
KapM, KaHbOHW, NPOMAcTH, Mewepy U MH. ap. Mpu onpegeneHn ycioBUA pasTBo-
PEHUAT KapboHaT KpUCTanm3mpa NMoBTOPHO M ce o6pasyBa yKpacaTta B neljepute
- CTANAKTUTK, CTalarMMUTH, CTAIAKTOHU U MHOTO ApYru.

The world of eternal darkness is presented in several directions:

Geology ,reads“ the earth‘s layers and tells us that the Rhodope Mountains
is the oldest drought in the Balkans, with 70% of the known minerals in Bulgaria.
The collection includes some less common and more attractive minerals such as
corundum, beryl and more, as well as typical cave minerals from caves in Bulgaria.

In our mountain are found all three types of basic rocks - magmatic, sedimentary
and metamorphic. Metamorphic rocks are rich in calcium carbonate, which explains
the highly developed karst.

The caves are the result of the chemical action of water on carbonate scallops,
marbles and dolomites. The water is combined with carbon dioxide (CO2), resulting
in aggressive water, which can dissolve calcium carbonate from the rocks and
produces various karst forms - curry, canyons, precipices, caves and many more
and others. Under certain conditions the dissolved carbonate recrystallizes and the
decoration in the caves is formed - stalactites, stalagmites, stalactones and many
others.



Mewepute UMaT M CBOMTE CbBPEMEHHM 0bMTaTENIM. Te ce HapuyaT TpPorio6mo-
HTM, 32 KOMTO € XapaKTepHO, Ye ca Caenu, HAMAT OKpacka, HO MMaT Aobpe pa3BUTH
APYrv OpraHu 3a opMeHTaums - 06oHAHME M oce3aHue. o BpeMe Ha eKkcneauum-
uTe, OpraHM3upaHn OT YeneslapCKua nellepeH Kayb, ca OTKPUTM HOBM 3a HayKaTa
TPOr/IO6MOHTHU BMAOBE, HAKOM OT KOMTO HOCAT MMETO Ha JumuTbp PakyeB. B
newiepuTe ce cpewat U Tporaoduamn, KMBOTHM, KOMTO ca JoOpe MpUCnocobeHM
[la XMBEAT B MpaKa, HO HEe 3a MOCTOSIHHO, @ M3/M3aT M HaBbH. Hal-MHTEpecHM
OT Ta3u rpyna ca npunenmte. OT no3HatmTe 35 BMAa 3a EBpona, 29 ce cpewat B
OGbArapcKkmTe neLlepu.
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The caves also have their own modern inhabitants. They are called
triglobionts,which are typically blind, lacking color, and with better developed
orientation organs - sense of smell and touch. During the expeditions organized
by the Chepelare Cave Club, new troglobionts were discovered for the science,
some of which are named after of Dimitar Raychev.

There are also trogophiles in the caves, animals that are well adapted to live
in the dark, but not constantly, but go out. The most interesting of this group are
bats. Of the 35 known species for Europe, 29 are found in Bulgarian caves.



MewepHMTE Hac/iaru KpMAT KOCTM Ha KMBOTHM, M3YE3HA/IM NPean XuNsgone-
TMA: eapy 603aMHMLM KaTo Jieonapd, HOCOPOr M Ap., KOMTO Ca CE pasxoXKAasm
no 6bJIrapcKMTE 3eMM, a MellepHaTa MeYKa JOpM € M3Mo/3Basla MeLepmTe Kato
y6exuLLa, B TAX € MpeKapBasia 3MMHMA CU CbH, KOETO onpeaens MMeTo M. CKener,
Cr7106€H OT eCTECTBEHM KOCTU Ha MELLEPHA MEYKA, M34e3Hasa npeam okosio 23 500
- 25 000 roamHu, MoXKeTe a BUAUTE CamMo B TO3M My3€EN.

Cave overlays hide the bones of animals that have disappeared thousands of
years ago. Large mammals such as leopard, rhinoceros, etc., who have walked
the Bulgarian lands, and the cave bear even used the caves as shelters, spent
their winter sleep in them, which defines its name.

A skeleton assembled from the natural bones of a cave bear that disappeared
about 23 500 - 25 000 years ago can only be seen in this museum.



Hakou neluepu c NoCcTosHHaTa CH TemnepaTypa ca NnpMMaMMan NpaucTopuyec-
KMSl YOBEK [ia MOTbPCK B TAX 3aKpuJia OT CTyza. Han-paHHOTO YOBELLKO MPUCHCT-
BME B POAOINCKMTE MNeLLepu apxeonosute onpeaenar otnpeam 6 - 7 000 roguHu.
ToraBa xoparta TyK OLLe He ca No3HaBa/IM MeTa/IMTEe M Ca M3paboTBa/IM CBOMTE OPb-
AMA Ha TpyJa M OPBbXMA OT KAMBK, KPEMBK M KocT. Ho TOYHO Te3u xopa, B nelep-
HWA MpaK, HamMCBaT MbpBMTE PeAoBEe OT XMAALONETHATA HM YOBELLKA UCTOPMUS.

Some caves with their constant temperature have lured the prehistoric man
to seek protection from the cold in them. Archeologists determine the earliest
human presence in the Rhodope caves 6-7 000 years ago. At that time, people
here did not yet know the metals and made their own tools of work and weapons
of stone, flint and bone. But it is these people, in the cave dark, who write the
first lines of our millennial human history.



Bnaroyctpoenu newepu B Pogonute:
Ennobled caves in the Rhodopes:

AroANHCKA NELLEPA

AroaMHCcKaTa newepa ce Hammpa B byMHOBCKOTO X apeso, 61130 40 pOAONCKO-
TO ceno AroamHa. MewepaTa e gbara 10 KM M € pa3nosioKeHa Ha Tpu eTaxa, oT
KOMTO CaMO TPETMUAT (HaM-HUCHK) € 061aropodeH M enekTpudmumpaH. 3a Typu-
CcTuTEe B Hero e u3rpageHa 1100-meTpoBa nbTeka. Temneparypa: 6 °C

TenecoH: 088 990 3642

Pa6oTHo Bpeme: 9:00 - 16:00 u.

YAGODINSKA CAVE

The Yagodina cave is located in the Buinovo Gorge, near the Rhodope village
of Yagodina. The cave is 10 km long and is spread over three floors, of which only
the third (lowest) is ennobled and electrified. For tourists it is built 1100-meter
trail. Temperature: 7 ° C

Phone: 088 990 3642

Working hours: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

AABOJICKOTO 'bP/10

MewepaTa e pasnosioxeHa Ha 1,5 km ceBepHo oT cesio Tpurpag B TpurpaacKko-
TO )apeno B Pogonute. [1ABOICKOTO rbp/10 € NponacTHa neliepa, KoAto e dop-
MMpaHa BC/IEACTBME HA NPOMaZaHETO Ha 3eMHUTE nmaacTtoBe. OCHOBHATA M YacT e
3aeTa OT ro/iiMa 3asia, B KOATO Ce HaMMpa HaM-BMCOKMAT NMOA3EMEH BOAOMAZ Ha
bankaHckuA nonyoctpos. Temnepatypa: 8 °C

TenecoH: 089 022 2515

Pa6otHo Bpeme: 9:00 - 17:00 u.

THE DEVIL’S THROAT CAVE

The cave is located 1.5 km north of the village of Trigrad in the Trigrad Gorge
in the Rhodopes. The Devil‘s Throat is a precipitous cave that was formed as a
result of the collapse of the Earth‘s strata. Its main part is occupied by a large
hall, which houses the highest underground waterfall on the Balkan Peninsula.
Temperature: 8 ° C

Phone: 089 022 2515

Working hours: 9am - 5pm



YXJIOBULA

MewepaTa ce HamMpa Ha 3 KM CEBEPOM3TOYHO OT ceno Mormauua, Ha OKoJIo
30 KM torosanagHo ot CMonsH M Ha 37 KM oT KypopTta [MamnopoBo. leweparta e
pa3nosioxkeHa B MecTHocTTa C1HMTE BUpOBe B PogonuTe, Heganey oT rpaHuuaTa C
Mbpuma. Yxnosuua ce Hammpa Ha 1040 M HagMOpPCKa BUCOYMHA, a TemnepaTypara
B Hesa npes uanata roguHa e 10° - 11° C. Ab/kuHaTa 1 e 460 MeTpa, Kato camo
330 MeTpa OT TAX Ca NPUroeHM 3a NoceLleHus.

TenecoH: 087 858 8492

Pa6otHo Bpeme: 9:00 - 16:00 u.

UHLOVITZA CAVE

The cave is located 3 km northeast of the village of Mogilitsa, about 30 km
southwest of Smolyan and 37 km from the resort of Pamporovo.

The cave is located in the area of the Blue Springs in the Rhodopes, not far
from the border with Greece. Uhlovitsa is located at 1040 m above sea level and
its temperature throughout the yearis 10 ° - 11 ° C. Its length is 460 meters, only
330 meters of them are suitable for visits.

Phone: 087 858 8492

Working hours: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

CHEXXAHKA

PasnonoxeHa e B batawkara nnaHMHa B Pogonute M ce HammMpa Ha 5 KM ot
rpag Mewepa. Ab/mKMHaTa M e caMo 145 M, C MOCTOSIHHA roAMLLIHa TemnepaTtypa
9 rpagyca.

TenecoH: 089 671 5972

Pa6otHo Bpeme: 9:00 - 17:00 u.

SNEZHANKA CAVE

It is located in the Batashka Mountain in the Rhodopes and is 5 km from the
town of Peshtera. Its length is only 145 m, with a constant annual temperature
of 9 degrees.

Phone: 089 671 5972

Working hours: 9am - 5pm



MY3EM HA POAONCKNA KAPCT

AAPEC: rp. Yenenape, yn. ,lUnHa AHapeeBa“ Ne 7 A
Ten.: 03051 / 81 - 37

0889398137

PABOTHO BPEME

9.00 - 12.00 u.

13.30 - 17.30 u.

MUSEUM OF THE RHODOPE KARST

ADDRESS: Chepelare, 7 Shina Andreeva Str
Phone: 03051 / 81-37

0889398137

WORK TIME

9am - 12pm

1.30pm - 5.30pm



Hacmosauwama 6powypa e cb30adeHa 8 pamKume Ha npoekm:
»MHmezpupaH nodxod 3a pazsumue Ha Ky/ImypHU u npupodHu obekmu 8 Yenenape, bvaeapus
u lNpocoyanu, Mpyusa” (INTEGRA_TOUR), Jlozosop Ne B2.6¢.01/31.08.2017, kolimo
ce ocbujecmsAsa ¢ puHaHcosama NOOKpena Ha npo2pamama 3a CbmpyoHUYecmao
INTERREG V-A ,,['vpyus-bvnaeapus, 2014-2020, cbguHaHcupaHa om Egponelickus
cbio3 ype3 Egponelickus poHO 3a pe2uoHasIHO pazsumue u 0m HaYUOHAIHUMe
¢oHOoBe Ha cmpaHume, y4yacmaauwju 8 npoepamama I'bpyus - bvazapus.
OmezosopHocmma 3a cbObp:KaHUemo Ha doKymeHma ce Hocu om O6wuHa Yenenape
U Npu HUKAKsu o6cmosamesicmsa He Moxe da ce cyuma, 4e mo3u OOKYMeHm ompasasa
oguyuasnHomo cmaHosuwe Ha Esponelickus cbo3 u Ynpasassaujua opaaH.
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INTERREG V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020”
Cooperation Programme

This brochure has been developed within the framework of the project:
“Integrated Tourism Approach For the Development of Cultural and Natural Sites in Chepelare,
Bg and Prosotsani, Gr ” (INTEGRA_TOUR), financed under the Cooperation Programme
INTERREG V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020"”, Subsidy contract Ne B2.6¢.01/31.08.2017.

The Project is co funded by the European Regional Development Fund and by national
funds of the countries participating in the Interreg V-A “Greece - Bulgaria
2014-2020” Cooperation Programme. The responsibility for the content
of the document lies with the Municipality of Chepelare and under no
circumstances can be considered that this document reflects the official
opinion of the European Union and the Contracting Authority”



